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Eagr-RivinG of YORK, 


GznTLEMEN, 


'0 your Approbation of the folbwing Diſ⸗ 
courſe, when it was delivered to you in 
pour reſpective Deaneries, you was Pleaſed to 
add, and to urge, your Requeſt, that it might 

| be made public. The Motive of this Defire 

vas truly commendable, viz. the Hopes of its 
doing ſome Good, I own, I cannot belp ſay- 
ing, that, for my own Part, the more I con- 

Ader the Temper and Diſpoſition of the Age 
we live in, the leſs Reaſon there appears, 'to 
me at leaſt, for expefting, however ardently 
we may wiſh for, this Effet, Be this as it 

: e . 7010; 


1 will: whether the b ſhall turn out agree 
able 753 your 'honeft Hopes, "or. verij fy my. — 
cion, 1 nevertheleſs take the Li berty, in my © 


- 
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Turn, 70 mate a Requeſt, which is, that „ 
will pleaſe to accept of it, as à public Teh mo- 
ny of that juſt Efteem, with which 8 : 
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REVEREND BRETHREN, | 


ls being the firſt Time I have 

had the Pleaſure of meeting you. 
together, ſomething may be ex- 
—* * pected from me ſuitable to the 
Occaſion. And although, when I conſider 
the wenerable Body 1 am to addreſs, I am | 
ſenſible, that Silence would beſt become me; 


yet, as this might receive an unfavorable 


Conſtruction, I rather chuſe to ſubmit ta 


: the Candour and Good-nature of my Bre- 


 thren,' what I have to ſay to them, than in- 
cur the leaſt Suſpicion of Sight or Dijreſpel; 
where Deference and Eſteem are due. | 


by” need not 8 to 1 that frequent 


by Viſitations are of great Antiquity and of 
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great Uſe. The Deſign of them is to en- 


quire into the State of that Part of the na- 
tional Church, that is ſubject to their Juriſ- 


diction, by whom they are held: And to 


correct and reform ſuch Abuſes, as may in- 


advertently have crept in, or been de/ignedly 

introduced by ill- minded Men, before they 
grow too ſtrong to be rooted out. They 
furniſh alſo the. Clergy, at thoſe Times aſſem- 


bled, with proper Opportunities of confer- 


ring together, and concerting the moſt ef- 


fectual Methods of improving chriſtian 
Knowledge, and of promoting chriſtian Prac- 


tice, among their reſpective Flocks; and 
contributing, as far as their Influence ex- 
tends, to the Preſervation. of the bet and 
wiſeſt: Conſtitution in Church and State, at 
this Day exiſting in the World. And if ever 
ſuch united Care was neceſſary in Support 
of our religious and civil Rights, it is cer- 
tainly ſo, in this Time of Danger to both; 


to the one, from the alarmin g Growth and 
Progreſs of Infidelity and Vice, the very 


worſt of all domeſtic Foes; and to the other, | 


from the Deſigns and Preparations of a per- 


fidious, en and inveterate ere | 


That 


: _ " | - 
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That Infidelity has been long gaining 
Ground among us, can eſcape the Notice of 
no one, who is curious enough to obſerve 


what daily paſſeth before his eyes. Proper- 


ly ſpeaking indeed, Infidelity is a Sin of Spe- 


culation; and, would Unbelievers be con- 
tent to keep it to themſelves, the Evil would 
ſtop where it began, and the Conſequence be 
only their own. But how zealous to vilify 


Revelation, to diſſeminate their Tenefs, and 


to make Proſelytes? That this, and not the 
Diſcovery and Advancement of Truth and 
Virtue, is their ruling Paſſion, appears evi- 


dent from their Method of managing the 


- Controverſy themſelves have raiſed. Pair 


Diſputants will give each Argument its full 


Weight, and treat every Subject in a Man- 
ner ſuitable to its Importance. Be Revela- 
tion, then, allowed probable only, and is 
many of our Unbelievers ſeem willing to 


allow; ; — They, whoſe Profeſſion i is a Regard | 


for natural Religion, ſhould; ' one would 
think, argue upon revealed with Decency 
and Temper, with Equity and Candour, 
| conſiſtent with ſuch Profe/ion, at leaſt. And 
yet, _ a different Spirit do theſe its Ad- 
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verſaries every where breathe What a d 

ferent Behaviour do they every where ob- 

ſerve! All Artifices, however mean and un- 

generous, are uſed; all Shapes put on, to 

ſhake the Authority, and to weaken the In- 
fluence of Revelation. Sometimes it is 

treated with all the Civility and Good- nature 
of ſeemingly undiſguiſed Friendſhip; at 
other Times, and by the very ſame Perſons, 

with all the Rancour and Rudeneſs of open 

Enmity. Their Language is often extream- 
ly unbecoming Gentlemen, and their Argu. 
ments far below what might reaſonably be 
looked for from thoſe, who are ambitious of 
ſhining in the World, as Men of refined 
Taſte, of ſuperior n and te 
ca Mefters of Wen g. 


Facts 1 in the faceed kin. are 
partially repreſented, or elſe, and that not 
ſeldom neither, notoriouſly miſrepreſented j— 2 
ſome Texts are wreſted out of their genuine 
Meaning, or violently torn aſunder from 
their natural Connexion with other Texts, 
which, if conſidered together, would clear 
up every Difficulty, anſwer every Objection, 
* enurely defeat the 8 of Infidelit; 
— * 
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CES Advantage {hall be taken from an erros 


neous or injudicious Tranſlation of ſome 
others, and the Original, unexamined, and 
not ſuffered to ſpeak for itſelf, made anſwer- 
able for all the Abſurdities, which the moſt - 


arp- ſighted and determined Malice can 


find, or pretends i it hath found, in ſuch Tran- 


lation; — A few Paſſages, which, for Want 


of proper Lights long fince irrecoverably 
loſt, are now become obſcure, are urged as 


a Proof of the Obſcurity of the whole (a); 
— Sometimes human Reaſon is exalted to the 


: higheſt Heavens, and appealed.to as ſupreme 


Judge in Matters which are out of her Ju- 


riſdiction to determine any Thing about (9; 
1 And then again, when ſhe is called upon 


to decide in Points manifeſtly within her 
B ** Pro- 


Fa) Inſtances of Mcjre rhofentation, Piper fo ot and Ada of 


| Scxipture, with Deſign to hurt Revelation, may be found⸗ 


in great Abundance, ſcattered up and down in almoſt every 
deiftical Writer ; particularly, Chriſtianity as old as the Cre- 
ation; Chriſtianity not founded on Argument; The moral 
Philoſopher; Mr. Chabö's ee n and Lord 


Bolingbroke. 
(2 The Sufficieney of human Reaſon to aan al the 


Ends of Revelation, and therefore that Revelation was needs 


Tefs, is the Foundation of Deiſm. See n as old as 
the n and Oracles of Reaſon, | 
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Province, we ſee her degraded from her 


high Rank, and pronounced good for No- 


thing (c); — To believe in the Lump, with- 


out enquiring what or why, is made the diſ- 


tinguiſhing Character of a true Chriſtian (d); 


implying, that Chriſtianity will not ſtand the 


Teſt of a rational Enquiry ; — And then 
again, we are to believe Nothing, but what 
we ſee with our own Eyes (e): This, in 
order to diſcredit the Scripture-Miracles ; 


though ſupported by the be/? Evidence a 
Matter of Fact is capable of, and ſuch as 
would, without any Difficulty at all, be ad- 
mitted, even by theſe Objectors themſelves, 


in any other Caſe than that of Religion.— 


If we alledge the Silence of the early Ene- 


mies of Chriſtianity, as a good negative Ar- 
gument for them; then, it ſeems, many 
Books, written d Chriſtianity in the 


firſt Ages of it, were probably ſuppreſſed by 


the Chriſtians; — If we refer to Paſſages 
that are come down to us, bearing Teſtimo- 


wy 


fe Ch: ifianity not founde d on Argument, 


3 d) Chrifticnity not founded on Argument. Mr. Hume's 
Philoſophical Efays. | 


( e ) Chia not Gomes on Argument, 


1 
wy | 
1 
AH 
if 

4 

1 

1 

% 

B+ 4 


* at * 1 2 . N 2 8 
8 8 ; ET * 8 = > 
N 8 e OE n r ; : 2 * 2 
TTC . 8 aer 3 V 8 "I i 8 . a 
; r rn en, EIB I a I ad tg f 3 S ION OTIS 
1 n n 888 5 55 x ES, hm es ee r 
le nnn IF. 8 22 wr, . N 8 a P 4 ͤ 1 LS. , _— N 


88 


te CLERGY of, & 7 
ny to theſe Miracles, and plead ſuch Paſſages 


as a good pofitive Argument in their Favour; 


then truly, thoſe Paſſages were forged by 
cChriſtian Writers; — If we exclaim againſt 
this, as not reaſoning, but Perverſeneſs and 
Cavilling, and a ſhameful begging of the 
Queſtion; it is then roundly aſſerted, that 


every Miracle is an Abſurdity to corimom Senſe 


and Underſtanding, contrary to all the Attri- 
| butes of God (, and not to be eſtabliſhed on 


any Evidence whatever (g); — when the 
ſwift and wonderful Progreſs, Chriſtianity 
made in the World, is inſiſted upon, as an 
Evidence of divine Power accompanying it; 


Mahometaniſm is immediately called in to 
| invalidate this Plea: Though no two Things 


in Nature can be more unlike each other, 


than the Methods by which the Religion 
of Cbriſt, and the Impoſture of Mahomet, 
was propagated in the World, 


Such are the Artifices, ſuch is the Diſ- 
1 of our Unbelievers. And ho- 


8M ever 


7 7. 7 The Reſurrection of: Jeſus confdered, 
” g) The Reſurrection of ur us conſidered, and Mr. Hume. 
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ever has the leaſt Acquaintance with thrent | 


or their Books, will find they are not here 


injured. He will find, that what is here 
aid, falls greatly ſhort of what juſtly may 


be ſaid. I purpoſely draw a Veil over the 
profane Drollery, the low Ridicule, and 


ſcurrilous Invectives, with which their moſt ; 
celebrated Performances abound, againſt 
the Inſtruments, by which it pleaſed Gop, 


in the ſeveral Ages of the World, to convey 


his Will to Mankind, from Mofes down to 
St. Paul; not ſparing even the moſt irre- 


proachable, innocent, moſt beneficent Perſon, 


that ever lived upon Earth, Yeſus Chriſt him- 


ſelf. It muſt give Pain to every one, who 
has the leaſt Tincture of Seriouſneſs or 
Goodneſs, to read, or to. hear the moſt in- 


tereſting Subject that can poſſibly beſpeak 

the Attention, or enter into the Debates of 
reaſonable and civilized Creatures, treated 

with ſo little Reaſon, and ſo little good 


Manners. And that the CBriſtian Revelation 


- hath met with this Uſage from thoſe, who 
have aſſumed the Name of Deiſts, ſtronger 


Proof needs not be required, ſtronger Proof 


cannot be had, than what is to be had from 
their ou Writings. 


Man 


x 


. * 
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Man is Creature-made for Religion; and 
iow Religion he w// have. Thoſe, of whom 


We are now ſpeaking, declare ſor that of 


Nature. Is it his, then, which they would 
have in the Room of Revelation? Charity, 
Chriſtian Charity, can hardly entertain fo 


favorable an Opinion of them. For, be- 


ſides their not agreeing among themſelves, 
wherein natural Religion conſiſts, nor what 


Duties ariſe: from it, they betray ſuch Prin- 


ciples, as would, if purſued to their 7uft 
and natural Concluſions, dig it up from the 


_—_ F oundation. 


The Exiſtence and Providenen of: ext 
finite, eternal, and all-perfeft Being, the 
Maker and Governor of the World; — The 
efſential Difference of Good and Evil in hu- 
man Actions; — The Immortality of the 
Soul of Man ; — and, a future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, are Articles, which 
all Ages have looked upon, as the Pillars 


of natural Religion. And, in Truth, it will 
be impoſſible to find any other, on which 
it can ſafely riſe, and ſecurely ſtand. But | 
are the Deiſls agreed among themfelves ? Is 


any 
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any one of them fully agreed with even him- 
ſelf on al! theſe Articles? J will not fay, 
that any of them have, in expreſs Terms, de- 
nied a Gon; but a Denial of his Providence, 
which ſome of them are juſtly chargeable 
with (), is, with Regard to Man, a Denial 
of his very Exiſtence. For, if the ſupreme 
Being is indifferent to all we think, or ſay, 
or A neither the moſt virtuous Life can 
recommend us to his Favour, nor the moſt 
vicious expoſe us to his Diſpleaſure — If we 
have nothing to hope or to fear; nothing to 
receive or to ſuffer from him, either in his, 
or in any future State of Exiſtence, but are 
to be both wholly diſregarded at preſents 

and totally extinct after Death, with Reſpect 
to Us, he is No Gop. Our natural Idea 
of God is, not barely that he is our Ma- 
ker; but that he is our Preſerver and Bene- 
factor, our Father, and our Governor, the 
Witneſs and Judge of all our Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions; and, that he hath Re- 


wards and Puniſhments to diſpenſe, and that 


he _— will ONES. them to us accord- 


ng 


(6 m Mr. Cbubb's Pethumone Works. Lord aun. 
Palin; 3 as to a particular Providence. 
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ing to our Behaviour. And from this No- 


tion of a Deity, ariſe naturally, on our Part, 


the Duties of Love and Fear, of Gratitude, 


Dependence, and Refignation ;, of Prayer, 


Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, and every Act of 
rational Obedience. | 


With Regard to the Mise of the 
Soul of Man, and a State of Retribution 
reſerved for him after this Life; ſome ſpeak 
of them with great Doubt and Uncertainty, 
but ſeemingly more inclinable to reject, than 
to admit them (i): Orelſe, confine them 


to one particular Part of our Species only, 


to thoſe, namely, who have ated in 
public Characters, and hgh Stations during 


Life. ( Others, indeed, make favorable 
mention of theſe Articles; but then it is, 
as of an human Invention (I) only, to keep 
men in good Order, and peaceable Submiſſion 


to Government. Out of their own Mouths, 
therefore, theſe forward Teachers of others; 


for why ſo weak, or ſo wicked, as to labour 


to bring into Pale and to 7 hvert an 
| Opinion : 


© (i) Mr. Hobbes, Mr. Chubb. Lord Bolingbroke. (I) 
Mr. Chubb, ) Free; Thinker. Lord Polingoroke. 
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Opinion, by their own 3 ſo inſtru 
mental to public 8 4 


That Here id in hamen Actions, a Dit. 
ae, founded in Nature, antecedent to, 


and independent upon human Authority, is 


willingly allowed by ſome of the Deifts 


themſelves. And yet by others all Diſtinc- - 


tion of this kind is reſolved into the Mill 
and Command of the Magiſtrate (m). Every 


Action, antecedently to civil Laws, is aſſert- 


ed to be in its own Nature 7nd:ferent ; nor 
is Religion itſelf allowed any other Founda- 


tion, than the Sovereign's Authority (). 


Upon this Principle, ſhould the Sovereign 


command Idolatry, theſe warm Advocates. 


for natural Religion muſt turn Tdblaters : 


A Change, which, no doubt; would fit 


eaſy enough on ſuch as can advance, that 
c Polytheiſm is more conformable to the 
natural Conceptions of the human Mind, 
ce than the Belief of one firſt intelligent 


& Cauſe, the ſole Creator, Preſerver, and 


* Governor of all Things (6) :” As well 


ſ Mr. dle, | [ 20 Lord Shafteſery. 
; 1 v 4 Lord — 
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as on ſuch Latitudinarians, who can make 


a Jeſt of thoſe, who have choſen rather to 
ſuffer Perſecution and Death, than make | 
Shipwreck off the Faith . a pure Con- 
ſcience. | 


Thus, out of pure Zeal againſt Ha 


| tion, have the Deiſis betrayed the Cauſe 


they undertook to plead ; and whilſt they 

laboured to deſtroy the Syſem they Jeclired 
themſelves againſt, they have mortally : 
wounded that, in whoſe Defence they en- 
gaged. Now, whence this extraordinary 


Conduct, this ſtrange Inconſiſtency? Why, 


if Chriſtians will ſo far oblige them, as to 
part with revealed, they will return the 


Compliment, and as courteouſſy give up 


natural Religion, and ſo by this happy 
Compromiſe put an End to all Diſputes at 


once, and ani agree to have no Reli 


sion at all. 


When Unbelievers run theſe extravagant 
Lengths, and, inſtead of enjoying their no- 
tions in private, are uncommonly induſtri- 
ous in ſpreading them abroad, their Infi- 


delity f 18 742 * a Sin of 8 peculati on, it be- 
comes 
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comes an Overt Act, and its Effects are a- 
mazingly dreadful. For, from whence; 
but from this poiſonous Spring have iſſued 
out thoſe Torrents of Vice; thoſe Overflow- 
inge of Ungodlineſs, which every good Man 
in ſecret mourns for, and whereof every 
Ta Man trembles for 185 A | 


'To enumerate the reigning Vices of the 5 

7 which are the genuine Iſſue of Infi- 
delity, would be extremely painful, It is 
of more Moment to endeavour to reclaim 
the preſent, and to preſerve from Infection 
the ring Generation. This is the Duty 
of every Chriſtian ; of thoſe more eſpecially, 
who are appointed the public Inſtructors of 
the People. But how great the Diſadvan- 
tages, which our Order, my Brethren, lies 
under. All Methods, however ungenerous 
and unfair, are uſed, to prevent any good 
we might do of this kind. We are repre- 
ſented, as having, either too little Sagacity 
to diſcover the Truth ourſelves, or too little 
Honeſty to communicate it. No Nanies 
are thought too abuſive, or contemptuous 
for us. What Impreſſion, then, can wie 
| expect, 
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— or hope to make on Men, already 


| prejadiced againſt us, as Fools or Knaves ? 


But why this Treatment? Our Education 
is as liberal and genteel, and, for any thing 
that appears to the contrary, our natural 
Underſtanding as good, and our Improve- 
ments of it as great, and our common Deal - 


ings in the World as fair and uprigbt, as 


the perteſt and moſt boaftful Declaimers a- 
gainſt us can modeſtly pretend to. Thus 


much may be ſaid, I conceive, with ſtrict 


Truth; and, Thope, without Vanity. Why 


then are we traduced, as ſo greatly their In- 


feriors in Wiſdom and Virtue, as not to be 


allowed common Honeſty, and hardly com- 


mon Senſe? We are far from preſuming 
ourſelves impeccable, or infallible. We 


have our Errors, and our Failings, in cam. 
mon with other Men; but ſurely not great- 
er, or more dangerous. Why then are 


we tried at different Bars? Why is every 


Mote in a Clergyman's Eye decreed to be a 


Beam; and, every Beam in another's Eye 
pronounced a Mote? Why muſt criminal 
Indulgences in the one paſs unnaticed, at 
leaſt, uncenſured, perhaps applauded; and 
the leaſt Slip in the other be denied the 

com- 
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common Allowance of human Inficaity ? 
Why the Immorality of a few Individuals 
_ amongſt us, which the reſt lament, and no 
leſs than the moſt cenſorious of our Adver- 
_ faries, condemn, be charged to the Account 
of the whole Body, as if there was not one 
ſound Member in it, 20 not one? The Rea- 
fon is — Their Profeſſion. They are Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt; They preach his Goſpel; 
They teach their People, that they are 
all by Nature, Children of Wrath; and 
that, although they are by Bapti/m made 
Children of Grace; yet, if they would be 
admitted into eternal Glory, they muſt be- 
eve in Chrift ; — rely upon his Satisfaction 
for the Pardon of their Sins, but at the 


fame, time repent of, and forſake them; 
and, to the utmoſt of theit Power, practiſe 


all thoſe Virtues he hath preſcribed us in 
kis Goſpel. Abſtracted from this Confide- 
ration, viz. our minifterial Function, and 
the Doctrines we preach, which a Deiſt 

can never digeſt, we ſhould ſhare in ths 


common Eſteem and Civility of other Men. 
But from hence, from hence alone, ariſe 


* ane and e which the 
. 5 Preachen = 


4 
* 
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Preachers of Chriſtianity, in this Proteſtant: 
Chriſtian r only, meet with. _- 


* 


"Theſe are, it mut be bel my Bret 


ey, great Difficulties to encounter in the 


Courſe of our Miniſtry : But they muſt 
not be Diſcouragements. The more we are 
reviled for our York's Sake, the more Zens 
lous ſhould we be in carrying it on. As 


the Adverſaries of our moſt holy Religion 


encreaſe their Attacks, we ought to redou- 
ble our Diligence, and be ever on our Guard 


to ſecure our People from even the moſt 


diſtant Approaches of Dnfidelity and Pro- 


Faneneſs, to make a Breach either in their 
Faith or Practice. Our Studies ſhould be 


particularly bent to acquire a right Under- 


| ſtanding of the holy Scriptures, that we 


may be able to obviate the Cavils of Un- 


believers, and prevent the Advantages they 
are, bn all Occaſions, ready to take, from 
Texts wrongly or ſnjudicituſt tranſlated. In 


treating ſome Articles peculiar to Chriſtia- 
nity, great Caution is neceſſary. Thoſe; 
that are ſtrictly myſterions, we muſt be con- 


= tent to leave ſo. To explain them is neither 
ur Duty, nor in our Power, To attempt 
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it is imprudent, if not preſumptuous. It is 
making Sport for Igſidels, and putting Wea- 
pons into the Hands of theſe Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, which they are but too ſtrongly 

inclined to make uſe of againſt it, and which 
they do, but too often, uſe with an unhappy 
Succeſs in perverting others to Infidelity. 
This, however, we may do, and this is all 
we can do; we may take off the Force of 
; Irons Objedtions and clear the chriſti- 
n Myfteries from the Contradictions they 
3 charge them with. Beyond this is 
not ſafe, and may involve us in more and 
greater Difficulties, than we endeavour by 
our Explanations to avoid. I need not ob- 
ſerve, in an Audience of Divines, how far 
this hath been the Caſe in practiſing upon the 

Doctrines of the Trinity — the Union of the 
tuo Natures in Chriſt — the Fore-knowledge 
of God, and the Free-agency of Man, and 

ſome others; nor what Miſchief hath been 
thereby unhappily, though undeſignedly, 
done. For there are too many in the World, 
who*will never be perſuaded to believe that 
poſſible to be true, which it is 7mpoſſible for Man 
to explain; and therefore, though very 
wrongly, conclude, that it could not poſſi- 
, ˙ðIUI5I5„üöͥ : 


? 


; the CL ER G Y . 19 
hlvy be revealed from Gop. This again leads 
> weak and ill-minded Men to another un- 
= happy Concluſion, namely, that if the Myſ= 
tteries of the Goff pel are not revealed from 

| Gop, ſo neither is the Morality of it; and 
therefore, that they are at liberty to neglect 
this, as well as to diſbelieve the other. 80 
dangerous may it ſometimes be, when Men, 
ee.ven great, and good, and well-meaning 
| Men, would be wiſe above what 15 written. 


In our public Inftrutions we muſt edis 
mend and inculcate Virtue and Holineſs in the 
Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel, borrow our 
3 Motives and Arguments from that Mord of 
7 Gop, and from the ſame Fountain of dis 
vine Wiſdom draw our Proofs. As we profeſs 
ourſelves chr iſtian Preachers, our Duty is to 
preach up Cbriſtianity. This if we do, we 
may reaſonably hope for his Bleſſing on our 
Eabours, who hath promiſed to be with us 
alꝛway even unto the End of the World*, The 
eternal and unchangeable Reaſon and Fitneſs of 
Things; — the natural Rectitude of Virtues 
and Obliquity of Vice ; = Beauty and Order; 


* Matthew xxviii. 20. 


© Hur- 
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Harmony and moral Senſe, and the like, may; 5 
occaſionally, have their Uſe; but in com- 
mon Congregations, although compoſed of 
Men of good common Underſtanding, they 
are utterly unintelligible. Such Language 
may, perhaps, engage ſuch Hearers in great 
Admiration of the Preacher's profound 
Learning, but will make them neither wiſer 
nor better than they were. Sound, prattical 
Doctrine delivered in a plain, unaffected 
Manner, and in eaſy and familiar, not /ow 
and vulgar Terms, will have its Weight. 
It will fink into the Heart, and direct its 
Motions. But to diſcourſe to an unlearned 
Audience, in a Stile ſcarcely underſtood by 
the Learned themſelves, i is, to rr no worſe of 
it, r er. 
| Views are not to be confinedto thepre- 
fats but we muſt fo labour in the Word and 
Doctrine, as to give future Generations Cauſe 
to bleſs Gop for the Fruits of our Miniſtry. 
If we cannot imprint a juſt Senſe of Duty 
on thoſe, who are already grown callous in 
Ignorance, and quite hardened in Vice; we 
may, at leaſt, by catechiſing and private In- 
1 3 lay ſo "oP and ſolid a F ounda- 
tion 


1 Tim. v. 17. 
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F 
tion 0 UG eful Knowledge and alan al 
Piety, in the younger Part of our Flocks, 
as will afterwards, through the Bleſſing of 
' Gop, with due Care and proper Cultivation, 
ſecure the next Age from that ſpiritual blind- 
neſs, which is the chief Root of that Infide- 
lity and Irreligion, that Enthuſiaſm and Super- 
Anden a are the Shame of his. * 
But dere give me leave to al that our 
beſt Inſtructions, and moſt preſſing Exhor- 
| tations, will produce but very little Fruit, 
without a correſponding Life and Converſa- 
tion. Licentiouſneſs is a bad Character in 
any Man. In a Miniſter of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, it is extremely dangerous. It cloſes 
the Hearts of his Hearers againſt every good 
Impreſſion, and renders his warmeſt Ex- 
poſtulations and ſoundeſt Reaſonings of little 
Uſe. Whereas, on the other Hand, a mo- 
derate Share of Learning, joined with Pru- 
dence and Sobriety, with a benevolent Diſpo- 
fition, and affable Behaviour, an wndefioning 
Humility and undiſſembled Sanctity of Man- 
ners, ſcarce ever fails opening their Eyes ta 
8 c 3 a Sight 
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A Sight of their Duty, and, at the ſame 
Time, convinces them that it is practicable, 
Example is the moſt powerful and perſua- 
five Preaching, and ſpeaks to the Senſes, as 
well as to the Reaſon of Men, with an 
: * e irreſiſtible. 


3 It is true, ht. although we could 
_ unite in ourſelves the Innocence of the Dove, 
and the Wiſdom of the Serpent; yet we 
| ſhould find them both too weak to ſhelter 
us from the Darts of Calumny and Detrac- 
tion. Malice has a Thouſand piercing Eyes 
| perpetually prying into every Part of our 
Lives; and the leaſt Blemiſh diſcovered ſhe 
opens a thouſand Mouths to publiſh, with 
| Additions and Aggravations, to the World. 
But if we cannot entirely eſcape Reproach 
and Contempt, be it, however, our Care 
to deſerve them as little as poſſible; to 
take heed unto ourſelves, and to the Doctrine ͤx 
we preach;— to ab/tarn, in every Inftance 
of our Conduct, from all Appearance of . 
Evil ; and, whatever we ſuffer, not to 
# fer as Euil. doers 7 + * this Means, we 
i ſmall 


1 Tim, iy. 16, f 1 Theff. v. 22: 1 Pet. ir. 193. 
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ſhall not be condemned of our own Con- 
ſcience. And F our Heart condemn us not, 
then have we Confidence towards GopF, that, 
when ſummoned to a more-righteous Judg- 
ment than that of Man, we ſhall not be con- 
 demned of Him; but may entertain a well- 
grounded Hope of being approved by our 
great Maſter himſelf, and received into 
thoſe everlaſting Habitations, where no evil 
Tongue, or Hand of Violence, will be ſuf- 
fered to enter. | 


: ol Thing FRY” T ſhall take the L | 
to mention at this Time; ; and indeed, not 
to do it, would be, in our preſent Circuits 
ſtances, ſcarcely pardonable. It is, that we 

take all the Care we can to make our Peo- 

1 good Subjects, as well as good Chriſtians 
to give them a due Senſe of, and a juſt Va- 
le for our Conſtitution in Church and State, 

and encourage them, by every tie of Duty, 
by every Motive of Intereſt, to exert the 
utmoſt of their Power in Support of it, 

And herein, I am confident, we ſhall meet 


5 with no great Dithculty with any, who can 
C 4 | : be 


* 1 John iii. 212 | 7 
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be Apache to conſider the Excellency 40 10 

and to ſee how inſeparably their own Safe. 
ty and Happineſs are connected with "I. W 
the Spartan antientiy was, ſo now the En. 
gliſb Goyernment is a Government by Law. 
The Commands of Men, farther than they 
are ſupported by the Authority of Law, 
reed. not; if contrary to Law, mui not be 
| obeyed. It is a Conſtitution, in its own. 
Nature the moſt durable, as well as the 
moſt conducive of any, that can be thoug cht 
of, to the true Greatneſs of the Prince, 2 
Liberty of the Subject, and the Happineſs 
of both. Their reſpective Rights are ſo 
wiſely adjuſted, and ſo ſtrongly ſecured ; 

and the Power of Government fo equitably 
divided between them, that an Alteration 
| would be for the real Intereſt of neither. 
T o attempt therefore to extend the Power 
of either, at the Expenee of the other, would 
be, to ſp eak of it in the moſt favorable 
Terms, 2 0 Tee. or, Ka Fa: | 
 triotiſm. | | 


5 oh and 1 are the F 1 a 
our Laws: : and the End and Deſign of _ 
them | is the Protection of our civi and reli- 

” gicus 
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Situs Rights, of our Perſons and our Pro- 
Perbies. The Execution of theſe Laws, at 
preſent, is, end: may it long continue, in the 
Hands of a Prince of ackniwledged Merit, and 


of Integrity unblemiſhed. A Prince, who 
reigns by them, who, makes them the ſole 


Rule of his Government; and who has Al 
ways. tempered the Rizour of them with 
Mercy, as far, even to Exttemity, as was. 
- conſiſtent with the Dignity of his Crown, "= 
and his own and his People's 8 Safety. And 
of whom it may, with the ſtricteſt Trutli, 
be ſaid, that, in the Courſe of a much long- 
er Reign, than moſt of his Predeceſſors 
enjoyed, he has never been once known to 
make the leaſt Irvgion on the Laws, or the 
leaſt Encroachment on the Rights and Liber- 
ties of his Subjects, or to act unworthy the 

Majeſty of a Britiſb King, and the 1 


reign of : a free People. 


wie Defence of fuch a CU, and 
| fuch a King, who would heſitate ne , gle 
Moment to appear? Eſpecially at this Time 
of Danger, when we are engaged in a juſt 
and neceſſary War againſt a powerfal, ſub-_ 
MW ad 4 Enemy. For, who can 

| . e 
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be i ignorant, that France has been lon g 2 
bouring, by open Violence, and ſecret Machi- 


nations, to ruin the Commerce to cruſh the 


Power — to overturn the Proteſtant Succeſ- 


fon— and to deſtroy the Conſtitution, the 


enpied Conſtitution of England? How deeply | 


therefore does it concern all of us, as we 


are Engliſhmen, and as we are Proteſtants, 


in Point of Intereſt and Duty to ourſelyes, 
and to our lateſt Poſterity, in our ſeveral 5 


Stations, and to the atmoſt of our Abilities, 


to ſtrengthen his Majeſty to defeat the un- 


righteous Deſign; and to keep off from our 
Necks that intolerable Voke, that Voke of 


worſe than Egyptian Servitude, of Servitude 
both of Mind and Body, which France and ; 


Rome would e to N on. 


lx: any a are of ES Ky in Mikes Ting of e ex- 


treme Danger, when the cloſeſt Union among 


ourſelves is abſolutely neceſſary for our Pre- 
ſervation, endeavouring to weaken our So- 


vereign's Hands, by ſcattering the Seeds of 
| Diviſion and Diſhyalty, groundleſs Fealoufies, 


and cauſeleſs Fears, invidiouſly detracting 


from every prudent Step of his Adminiſtra- f 
tion, and, at the ſame Time, maliciouſſy 


ſwellin * 
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ſwelling every Error into a Grievance, and 
blowing up every Miſcarriage into Matter 
of Diſcontent: Such diſaffected Spirits may 
be told, that, if Paſſion has not totally blind- 
ed their Regſon, or Prejudice quite extin- 
guiſhed in them the Light of Common-Senſe, 
they muſt ſoe, that Errors and Miſcarriages 
are incident to Governments, as well as to 
other Things — that Perfection belongs not 
to human Inſiitutions, nor Infallibility to Bu- 
man Counſels, The loudeſt in clamouring 
are generally found among thoſe, who have 
the leaſt equitable Pretenſions of any to Cla- 
mour. They find themſelves wnequal to 
the Burden of governing a ſmall Family, and 
yet will undertake to perſuade others, with 


5 Noiſe and Confidence enough indeed, that 


nothing in the World is eaſier, than to go- 
vern the moſt extenfive Empire of the freeſt 
People, (I with there was leſs Reaſon, than 
there ſeems to be, to add, free even to Li- 
centioufneſs) that now is, or perhaps, ever 
wan upon the Face of the whole Earth, 


What! is now ſaid, is s by no Means intend- 


ed to cenſure, or even to diſcourage, els 


unde and eg Complaints of real 


Gri evances; 5 


— * — 
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| Grieughtes; ; not to vindicate, or ſo much as 
to palli ate 401 Iful Mz conduct, or corrupt Mea- 
ares, FX for if uch are, on 70 Terms whatever, 
Juſtifiable. If any Man, or Set of Men, 

ſhould | be ever found to ' ſacrifice public 


Good to the. ſordid Conſideration of private 


Interofi— to betray or to abuſe the Truſt re- 


poſed i in them by their King and Country— 
and to proftitute the Honour of the Crown, 


and the Happineſs of the People, to ambi- 
tious Views of their own ; as their Crimes 
are of the Blacleſt and moſt flagitious Na- 
ture, 'becauſe preſent and future irretrievable 


Miſery 1 may be the Conſequence of them ; © 
ſo they will be ſure to become the juſt Ob- 
ect” of *univerſal Infamy and Deteſtation. 
he heavieſt Infliction of public Juſtice is 


their due; and hir every od and honeſt 
Man, every undiſſemibling Friend to his 
King, and Well-wifher to the Liberty and 
Proſp erity of his County, will moſt hearti- 
ly wiſh Hei AN, therefore, that is here 


meant, is, that we keep our Murmurs and 
Complaints within proper Bounds, reſerve 


them for Juſt and neceſſary Occaſions, and 


for juſt and neceſſary Occaſions only, and 
not t cenſoriouſly 2 at, or bufily calumniate 
rr „ Y 
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an Adminiſtration for what. is not to be avoid- 


ed, "viz. ſuch Errors and M. ſcarriages „ 


Government, which it is ſubject to from, 
what may be called, its natural Infirmities. 
For ſuch there always have been, and, as 
long as Governors are Men, and Men are 
rail and fallible Creatures, ſuch there al- 
ways will be. Perfection is not the Cha- 
racter of any earthly Government; it there- 


fore becomes us, in Point of Gratitude, to 


thank Gop, for our Happineſs of living un- 
der one, that draws the neareſt to Perfes- 
tion of any yet known; and, contentedly 
to acquieſce in what ft be, in Point of 

both Intereſt and Prudence. For Uneaſineſs 
and Diſatisfaction, and crying out, at every 
Turn, againſt our Rulers, can only ſerve to 
diſquiet, to diſunite, to weaken _ ourſelves, 
and to render us an af er Prey to an Ene- 
my, who watches every Advantage againſt f 
us; who but too well knows, as we nN 
often experienced, how to avail himſelf of 
our Di viſions, and to gain by our Follies, what 

his own Arms haye been unable to procure 
him. | 


on. 


4 . 
| : B U . 
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Bit 1 need not expatiate on a Subject 
of this Nature to a Body of Clergy entirely : 
well-affeced to his Majeſty s Perſon and Go- 
vernment. For this is the Charucter, which, 
with 'the greateſt Pleaſure, I have heard of 
you,” my Brethren ; and the Propriety of it 
has been, on all proper Occafions, juſtified 
by your Conduct. And therefore, whilſt 1 

am delivering my own, I am, at the fame 
Time, ſpeaking your Sentiments. Nor, in- 
deed, is any Thing, that has been now ſaid, 


ſo much intended for a Charge of 1 


non and Direction to my learned Brethren, 
from any of whom I am much better diſ- 
Poſed to receive Inſtruttions, than able to 
give them, as to acquit myſelf to my oπνn 
Conference, in diſcharging the Duty I owe 
to the pure? efabliſhed Church, to the wifeſt 
civil Gonſtstution upon Earth; and to that 
good and excellent Prince, whs, under Go, 
is, in the trueſt and fulleſt manner, the 
Defender of both. A Prince, whoſe uni- | 
verſally « allowed Sweetneſs of Temper — 
whoſe juſt and mild Adminiſtration— whoſe 
paternal Care, and unwearied Pains for the 
public Good — - whoſe religious Obſervance of 
the _ — and ee. A and prudent 


Zeal > 
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Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
eftabl, ;ſhed Church of England, moſt deſerved- | 
ly entitle him to the warmef Gratitude, - 
do an unreſer ved Ae ion. — to the moſt du- 8 
bo and "Obedience, 2 
Friend of Truth and Liberty. A PRINCE, 
in one Word, in whom we have nothing to 
. regret, but his Mortality;  potbing to fear, 
but that Day, which, in Adercy to this 
Church and Nation, may Sov. retard many 
| Years yet! when he ſhall be called upon 
to reſign the troubleſome Crown he now 
wears, for one better pro * d to his 
* 93 Virtues. | 


—_— 
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